A Dentist has to register with the GDC to work in the UK.

The Dentist can apply to register provided he/she is an EEA National or married to one.

If not he/she must have a primary dental qualification recognised by the GDC.

Details of Foreign Qualifications below:

Recognition of your qualification

Your qualification will be recognised for registration with the GDC if you can meet the

following criteria:

* Your country of qualification and qualification is listed in the table below: and

* Your qualification was awarded within the dates specified in the table below.

Country and university of

Qualifications

recognised from that

Dates within which the qualification
must have been granted for the

lificati

quattiication country qualification to be recognised in the UK
Australia — University of Bachelor of Dental  [Qualification must have been granted
Adelaide Surgery (BDS) before 1 January 2001

Australia — University of Bachelor of Dental ~ [Qualification must have been granted
Melbourne Science (BDSc) before 1 January 2001

Australia — University of Bachelor of Dental Qualification must have been granted
Queensland Science (BDSc) before 1 January 2001

Australia — University of

Bachelor of Dental

Qualification must have been granted

Sydney Surgery (BDS) before 1 January 2001
Australia — University of Bachelor of Dental  [Qualification must have been granted
Western Australia Science (BDSc) before 1 January 2001
Hong Kong - University of |Bachelor of Dental Qualification must have been granted
Hong Kong Surgery (BDS) before 1 January 2001

Malaysia -University of
Malaya

Bachelor of Dental
Surgery (BDS)

Qualification must have been granted
between 1 January 1997 and 31
December 2000

New Zealand - University of

Bachelor of Dental

Qualification must have been granted




Otago Surgery (BDS) before 1 January 2001
Singapore - University of  [Bachelor of Dental  |Qualification must have been granted
Singapore Surgery (BDS) before 1 January 2001
h Africa - Medical lificati h
801.1t : rica - Medica . Bachelor of Dental Qualification must have been granted
University of South Africa between 1 January 1997 and 31
Surgery (BChD)

(MEDUNSA)

December 2000

South Africa - University of
Pretoria

Bachelor of Dental
Surgery (BChD)

Qualification must have been granted
before 1 January 2001

South Africa - University of
Stellenbosch

Bachelor of Dental
Surgery (BChD)

Qualification must have been granted
before 1 January 2001

South Africa - University of

Bachelor of Dental

Qualification must have been

Western Cape Surgery (BChD) granted before 31 December 1997
Bachelor of Dental
South Africa - University of |Syrgery (BDS) Qualification must have been granted
Witwatersrand Bachelor of Dental before 1 January 2001
Science (BDS)

The application process

If you meet the criteria above and wish to apply for registration with the GDC please print an
application pack cover letter, an advice sheet, a list of fees payable and application form from

the links below.

Once registered you must have professional indemnity to practise in the UK.

If vou don’t meet the criteria above vou may have to take an Overseas Registration

Exam.

The Overseas Registration Exam (ORE)

What is the ORE?

The ORE is an exam that overseas qualified dentists have to pass in order to register with the
GDC. Registration allows dentists to practise dentistry unsupervised in the UK.

The ORE tests the clinical skills and knowledge of dentists from outside the European

Economic Area whose qualifications are not eligible for full registration with the GDC here

in the UK. Candidates are expected to meet or exceed the standard of a ‘just passed” UK

BDS graduate.

The exam is based on the UK dental curriculum and uses modern assessment methods to

ensure a robust and consistent exam. The exam has two parts:

. Part 1 is a written exam;

. Part 2 is a clinical exam.




We design and organise the exam, and manage its administration. We appoint dental
authorities to run the exam sittings on our behalf.

Find out whether the ORE is your route to registration

Before you apply for the ORE

To apply for the ORE you will need to fill in our application form, and send in supporting
documents at the same time. Once accepted, please expect to wait six to 12 months to sit your
first exam.

The fees for the exams are:

. Part 1 - £600

. Part 2 - £2250

Before applying, you need to make sure you meet our clinical experience and English
language requirement. You will need to send evidence of the following:

Clinical experience requirement

You must have at least 1600 hours of clinical experience where you have personally treated
patients in the dental chair. The number of hours of this clinical experience will either be
hours spent undertaking appropriate investigations and administering dental treatment:

. during your dental degree;
. during post-qualification experience; or
. a combination of the two.

It could also be undertaken during temporary registration.

This cannot include time observing other dentists or assisting other dentists/dental students in
undertaking diagnosis/treatment planning or provision of treatment.

English language requirement

You will need to submit a single, Academic IELTS Test Report Form with your
application or we will be unable to accept it. Only Academic IELTS Test Report Forms will
be accepted. Other language tests or qualifications and the length of time spent in an English-
speaking country will not be considered.

The form must:

. be no more than two years old on receipt at the GDC;
. show a minimum overall band score of 7.0; and
. show no score lower than 6.5 in any section.

You are exempt from submitting an IELTS Test Report Form if:
. You are a national of the EEA ; or
. entitled to be treated no less favourably than nationals of the EEA

If you are not an EEA national and are married to a UK national you must submit a single,



acceptable Academic IELTS Test Report Form with your application.

To apply for this exam you must complete the GDC’s application form and send supporting

documents including Clinical Experience Requirement and English Language Requirement.

You may wait 6-12 months to sit the first exam and if you pass the ORE you may need to do
one year’s vocational training to work for the NHS

Before you apply for the ORE

To apply for the ORE you will need to fill in our application form, and send in supporting
documents at the same time. Once accepted, please expect to wait six to 12 months to sit your
first exam.

The fees for the exams are:

. Part 1 - £600

. Part 2 - £2250

Before applying, you need to make sure you meet our clinical experience and English
language requirement. You will need to send evidence of the following:

Clinical experience requirement

You must have at least 1600 hours of clinical experience where you have personally treated
patients in the dental chair. The number of hours of this clinical experience will either be
hours spent undertaking appropriate investigations and administering dental treatment:

. during your dental degree;
. during post-qualification experience; or
. a combination of the two.

It could also be undertaken during temporary registration.

This cannot include time observing other dentists or assisting other dentists/dental students in
undertaking diagnosis/treatment planning or provision of treatment.

English language requirement
You will need to submit a single, Academic IELTS Test Report Form with your
application or we will be unable to accept it. Only Academic IELTS Test Report Forms will

be accepted. Other language tests or qualifications and the length of time spent in an English-
speaking country will not be considered.

The form must:

. be no more than two years old on receipt at the GDC;
. show a minimum overall band score of 7.0; and
. show no score lower than 6.5 in any section.

You are exempt from submitting an IELTS Test Report Form if:

. You are a national of the EEA ; or

. entitled to be treated no less favourably than nationals of the EEA



If you are not an EEA national and are married to a UK national you must submit a single,
acceptable Academic IELTS Test Report Form with your application.

Top of Form

Should I apply for the ORE?

Most applicants whose primary qualification is from outside the EEA will be required to
sit the ORE. Exempt persons are entitled to individual assessment, although this is not a
guaranteed route to registration.

Use the questionnaire below to see whether the ORE is your route to registration. It may
reveal whether you are eligible to apply for registration without taking the exam.

Question 1: Are you a dentist?

YES - go to question 2

NO - you are not eligible to take the ORE. Please refer to our registration pages if you are a
different type of dental professional.

Question 2: Are you an EEA national or are you married to an EEA national? UK
nationals are NOT included in this category.

YES - go to our registration pages

NO - go to question 3

Question 3: Is your primary dental qualification recognised by the GDC?

YES - go to our registration pages

NO - go to question 4

Not sure - check that your primary dental qualification is recognised by the GDC.

Question 4: Is your primary dental degree from a university recognised by the GDC for
the purposes of taking the ORE?

YES - you are eligible to take the ORE. Find out more.

NO - contact the Exams team to request a schedule of studies (a document you will need to
complete which provides details of your primary dental degree course)

Not sure- check that your primary dental degree is from a university recognised by the GDC

Working in the UK
The Home Office has removed the categories of ‘employed dental practitioner’, 'employed
dental assistant' and ‘vocational dental practitioner’ from the list of UK shortage occupations.

We advise overseas-qualified (non-EEA) dentists who wish to take the ORE to investigate
the employment opportunities available to them on registration. If you pass the ORE you may
need to do up to a year’s Vocational Training (VT) in order to work for the NHS.






