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Thousands “of  divorced wives are
expected borevive old legal battles after
Britain’s est court said that a

ruling, the Supreme

vacked':the Tight of Kathleen
Wyatt tobe ableto seek a financial set-
tiement from Her husband, a New Age
hippy turned green energy tycoon, who
amassed his £107 million forfune after
the couple divorced.

Ms Wyatl, 55, married Dale Vince,
now 53, when they were penniless hip-
py travellers in 1981 They had a son but
separated in 1984 and divorced in 1592
Ms Wyatt already had another son
before shemetMr Vince and wentonto
have two more children after the
coupie.split.

YoU OWE ME BIG TIME, HENRY

Mr Vince subsequently founded one
of the country’s biggest green energy
companies, Ecotricity, in 1995, Sixteen
yearslater Ms Wyatt lodged her claim.

Five Supreme Court justices ruled
yesterday that despite the length of
timethat has elapsed, she should be free
to argue her claim for £19 million
because the couple never reached a
financial settlement. The judges alse
took into account the contribution
made by Ms Wyatt towards “the wel-
fare of the family” by caring for the
couple’ son after they spiit.

However they cautioned Ms Wyatt
that she would at best secure a “modest
award” as the couple were only to-
gether for three years and the marriage
brokedown 31 years aga. Mr Vince, they
conceded, did not start to create hig
weaith until 13 vears after they split.

Lord Wilson, who announced the
flegision, said:"Her clalm may even be
dismissed but there is, in pur opinion, a

claims
ppy's fortune
23 years later

realprospectshe willsecure a compara-
tively modest award, perhaps of a size
enabling her to purchase a somewhat
meore  comfoltable  mortgage-free
home."

My Vinee, who faces paying his wife's
legal costs, iikely to top £ miilion, con-
demned the ruling as “mad™ 1 am dis-
appointed that the Supreme Court has
decided not to bring this case te an end
now, over 30 years since the relation-
ship ended,” he said, “We both moved
on and started families of our own. it
has been so long that there are no
records, necourt has kept anything and
it’s hard to defend yourself in such cir-
cumsiances. "} feel we all have aright {o
move on and net be looking over our
shoulders.” he said, adding that the rul-
ing signalled “open season” for those
who had brief relationships a quarter of
a'century ago.

Ms Wyatl hailed the decision as
“impartant”, However Hannah Budd,
of the firm International Family Law
Group, said that for many peaple it
would be “truly terrifying”. “There is
now the prospect of their ex-wives or
ex-husbands knocking- on- ‘the- door
decades-after thejr separation, seeking
financial support.”

Mr Vince, a vegan eco-warrior, was
described ag a “most improbable candi-
datefor afftuence” Butin hislead ruling
Lord Wilson said that he had “achieved '
brilliant success and ig clearly a.re-
markable man.”

Mr Vince. whe lives in a £3 mil-
Hon 18th century fort, near Stroud,
Gloucestershire, with his new wife
and their son, owns Gloucesicr-
shires Forest Green Rovers foot-
ball club, where he has banned red
meat, and installed an organic
pitch.

Ms Wyall says thal she i3
s0 poor that she has been
travelling to the court hear-
ings from her
home in Mon-
mouthshire by
bus. and has
been sieeping n §

a bus station,
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Dale Vince,
above with his
prasent wife,
Kate, Bves In an
1ath-century fort
and drivesan
alectric supear car
while Kathleen
Wyalt, laft, llves
in poverty
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